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The USS DECATUR was used for the recovery of
the spacecraft Mercury-Atlas 4 (MA-4) after its
launch from Cape Canaveral on 13 September
1961 at 14:04 GMT. This was the first Mercury
spacecraft to attain an earth orbit. The orbital
apogee was 123 nautical miles and the perigee
was 86 nautical miles. After one orbit, the
spacecraft’s orbital timing device triggered the
retrograde rockets, and the spacecraft splashed
in the Atlantic Ocean 161 miles east of
Bermuda where it was recovered by the USS
DECATUR. It was the first of its kind to
conduct a sea recovery of a NASA spacecraft.




